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THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. 

3, “The: witness of the Spirit with our spirit, by which we cry, Abba Father, i is a 

doctrine of the utmost importance to every Christian ; and yet, as Mr. Wesley 
- observes, how little is it understood! Of all the writers we have seen, Mr. Wesley 
| is the clearest on this subject. In his account of the witness of the Spirit, nothing 
e ‘is conjectured, but every thing rests on the plain word of God. We may say the 
same of the witness of our own spirit, and of the distinction between’ the two. 
- Almost all writers confound the witness of the Spirit with that of our own spirit, 
or in other words, they confound the witness of the Spirit with the fruit of the 
Spirit. Now, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, &c. These are so far from. being the-s same hing with the witness 
_ of the Spirit, that they are the products of it. | 

Mr. Wesley’s words are: “ The original word, may. be rendered, either (as it is in 
several places) the witness, or less ambiguously, the ‘testimony,’ or ‘ the record ; 
go it is rendered in our translation, 1 John, v.11. This is the record (the eens 
the sum of what God testifies in all the inspired writings,) ‘that God hath given - 
unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.’”’ The testimony now under con- 


- na sideration, 1 is given by the Spirit of God to and with our spirit. He is the person | 


testifying. hat he testifies to us is, “ that we are the children of God!’’ The 
> Immediate result of this testimony is, ‘ the fruit of the Spirit ;”’ namely, ‘ love, \\ 
joy, ace,"” &c. And without these the testimony itself cannot Sontinue, For.it 
“ine itably. destroyed, not only by the commission of any outward sin, or the | 
; inission of known duty, but by giving way ee jany inward sin ; in a word, by what- 
ever grieves the Holy Spirit of God. a8 

_“T observed, many years ago, it is hard to find words in the icons of men to 
explain the deep things of God. Indeed, there are none that will adequately ex- 
press what the Spirit “of God works in his children. But perhaps one might say, 
~ by the testimony of the Spirit I mean, an inward impression on the soul, whereby 
the Spirit of: God immediately and directly. witnesses to my spirit am a child 
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himself for me.’ 


? 
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of God, —‘that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given himself for me,’—that my 


- gins are blotted out, and I, even ], am icaboaiiell to God.”’ 


Let us now turn our attention to what the same great divine teaches, on the wit- 
ness of our own spirit. This, according to him, (and we think the Scriptures are 
clearly on his side,) is an inference which we draw from what we feel in ourselves, 5 


that is, from love, joy, peace, KC., the fruits of the iit which we are conscious 


of in our own breasts. | 
“ With regard to this, the foundation thereof is laid. in . those numerous texts of 


Scripture, which describe the marks of the children of God, and that so pletaly, 


that he who runneth may read them.. 
“ Agreeably to this, are. all those ola declarations of St. John, in his first Epistle 


¢ Hereby we know that we do know him, if we keep his commandments,’ chap. 
3.—' Whoso keepeth his w ord, in him setily is the love of God perfected ; we. 
know that we have passed fom death unto life, because ‘we leve the brethren,’ 


chap. iii. 14. Yet all this is no other than rational evidence ; the ‘w itness of 
our spirit,’ our reason or understanding. | It all resolves into this: those who have 

these marks, are children of God. But we have these marks; therefore we are 
children of God. Thus, by reasoning from what we feel in ourselves,,we obtain 


the witness of our own spirit. But the witness of the Spirit is not obtained in any 
such way, but is direct, gne precedes, in the very nature of things inferenti¢l 


reasoning, 


| 


‘That the ‘ testimony of the Spirit of God’ must, ‘in: the very nature of thines, 
be antecedent ‘to the testimony of our own spirit,’ may appear from. this sing le 


— consideration,—we must be holy in heart and life, before we can be conscious that | 
we are so. » But we must love God before we can be holy at all; this being the root | | 
/ of all. holifess. we love God, till we know he ‘Joved us;.“we love... 
~~ him because he first loved us.’ And.we cannot know his love to us, till his Spirit | 
witnesses it to our spirit. Till then, we cannot. believe .it; we cannot. say, ‘the © 
- Tife which I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God, who ove ed me, ,and gave 


é‘ Then, ‘only then, we fool 
Our interest in his blood, 
Thou art the Lordmy God” * 


é And here properly comes in, to confirm this Scriptural doctrine, the expericnce 
of the children of God; the experience not. of two-or three, not of a few, but of a 


great multitude which no man can number. It has been. confirmed, beth in this 


and in all ages, by a cloud of living and dying witnesses. It is sculiieiadi by yeur 


experience, and mine. _ The Spirit itself bore witness to my spirit that Iwasa child 

of God,—gave mean evidence hereof, and I immediately cried,‘ Abba Father!’ and. | 
this I did (and so'did you,) before I reflected on’, or was conscious of , any fruit of | 
/ the Spirit. It was from this testimony received that love, joy, Peace, and the 


whale fruit of the Spirit flowed. First I heard, 


‘ Thy sins are ! Accepted thou art,— 
listened, and heaven sprung up in my heart.’ ” 


ie the witness of the Spirit is. given before the fu its of the Spirit can exist, so 


itmay'exist when that of our own spirit is beclouded. “Various causes maey com- 


Religious Experience. 


bine to obscure, for a season, the witness of our own spirit; —to vdaibin the evidence 
of our love to God and man. Most Christians experience, more or less {re ‘quently, 


_ these seasons of inward trial. Many, at those times, utterly cast away their confi- 


dence. This is wrong. _ 4s the witness of the Spirit was given before the fruit of © 
the Spirit was produced 1 in the soul, soit may remain, when this is beclouded. The 


~ Christian should, therefore, be instructed not to cast away his confidence at ‘those 


times, but to look earnestly to Jesus faith pray er supplies of 
joys of his salvation. : 


@ 


To the Editor ve the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


sirn—My object in Writing the following, is to contribute. my nite” 


E ad vancement of the. great work of Holiness: If you think it will aid the cause, it 
is at your disposal ; 3; if not, the writer will be satisfied with your decision. If this 


should receive your approbation you may, receive something further from 


the same e sourée, 


\ 
» 
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RELIGIOUS S EXPERIENCE. 


Ever since | expericared the joys of. pardoned ; sin, I have. been. a. 


believer in the doctrine of Christian Holiness. -But, like many oth- 
ers, I considered it the privilege of afew, or at least I thought that 
such men as F° “Jetcher, Bramwell, and thers. could attain to this state _ 
much easier than I could —not. thinking that 1 thus limited the power | 
and grace of God. “I expected it rather as a fruit of my own exer- _ \ 
tons, than as the free gift of God through faith.in Christ.” At lensth, 


in reading the memoir of that holy man, James B.. Taylor, I was 


convinced that It was equally the privilege of all to “love God with 


all the heart.” T thought much on the subject, fully ‘‘counted_ the 2 


cost,’ and finally came to the fixed determination of seeking, with all. 


my heart, for entire sanctification. I commenced praying and search- 3 


ing the Scriptures, fully resolved, never torest till obtained the desire” 
of my heart. ~ And now, the w orld; the flesh, and the devil, all rose 
_1n opposition, was assailed with temp tations on every,, ‘Bas. 
stl straggled onward, through darkne: sand. doubt, steadily keeping. 
object in view, till'at I received a token. ‘of better things ; 
~ new light shone into my heart, and I was greatly encouraged in my. 


onw ard. course. And here { would say, for the encouragement of 


others, that the blessings I reecived while praying for holiness of 


heart, far exceeded any thing I ever before enjoyed. In seeking for 


this, we are obeying an ex press command of God; and though we 
may “ groan, being burdened,” yct we shall often be. nade to. “rejoice 


with joy unspeakable.” | Ir rom this ime my course was more even ; 
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Physician and other friends stood by his side, anxiously trying 
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I came not so often under the power of sin, but daily gained new 
victories over my inward foes. I had more constant communion with 
God, and was often made unspeakably happy in his love. But still 
the blessing came not, though I “sought it carefully with tears,” 
with fastings and prayers. By reading and close examination I now | 
became convinced that I was seeking, in part, “by the works of the 
law ;” I was placing too much confidence in myself,—too little in 

Christ. I therefore ceased to trust in my own exertions, and looked 
to Christ, striving to believe that he was able and willing to save me | 

at that moment. I believed—his blood was applied,—my heart was 

cleansed. 1 prayed for the evidence, and soon my soul was filled 


with love. And, oh, the happiness, the “weight of glory,” that I | 
then received! It was a sweet, a glorious foretaste of heaven.’ 


Then I “had the witness.in myself.” I “ received the Spirit of God 
that I might know the things that were freely given me,of God.” 
_ And now, my brethren, let me exhort you to: seel “this blessing. 


Seek it by s¢mple faith in Christ. Jesus stands at the door of your 


heart, waiting tocast out sin, 


———-———. And reign alone, 
| The Lord of every motion there.” 
_ Will you not receive Him? He proclaims himself your Saviour. 
‘ Believe, and he is yours in all his glorious fulness; ae 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A FATHER. 


At the early age of fourteen, I was called to the bed-side of a d y 


| 


ying 


father, to receive his last benediction. As I entered -the room, his Ma 


_ catch the words that were dropping from his lips as he offered his 


almost silent devotion, paused, almost destitute of power to ad- 

vance, and gazed on the form; 
ance that bespoke peace and. 

fervency of spirit. 
-Tavages ; on his 
glassy. By my 

myself, anxious! 
length he open 
dite group at 


cé and tranquillity, and at the same time 
The king of terrors had already commenced his. 
brow there was a cold sweat, and his eye had become 
side stood a mother, and four others younger than — 
y waiting for a look from the husband and father. At 
ed his eyes, and cast a long and anxious look at the 
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there was something in his appear- _ 


nis side, and then, without speaking, closed his eyes in 


repentance to sinners. 
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silent, fervent prayer. But now the silence was broken, as he open- 


ed his eyes and addressed us individually, commending us to that God 
who has promised to be a father to the fatherless, and the widow’s 
God. ‘The good man who was in attendance as physician, now 1n- 


formed my father that he was near his end,—that what he had to say 
he must say quickly, for in a few moments all would be past. ‘This 
intelligence was received without any apparent emotion or remark, 
~more than “This is a pleasant time to die,’—“1 thought*F should 


have gone before this.”’ Never shall I forget that last hour of a dying 


father’s life ; that parting scene, that last pressure and chill of adying 
father’s hand, as he uttered “My son, God will take care of you ;”" 
that last anxious look, that last * Farewell.” The closing scene had 


now come. He had said all that he wished to, except a message he 
had to leave for him on whose lips he had hung from time to time 


for the words of life and salvation. ‘Tell him,” said he, “to be 


faithful in his great work, and preach holiness to the Church, and 
| 


often sung, to sing that excellent hymn of Dr. Watts, commencing 


/ 
Join all the glorious names,’ 


in which he united In strains almost divine. After singing this, he 


sungalone,, 


Jesus can make a dying bed,”’ &e. 


He then raised his eyes and hands, and ex-laimed, ‘How bright ! 
~ how bright! how bright!” and all was over. ‘The silver cord had _ 
become loosed, and the golden bow! broken. Thus was I left, young 
-and tender, without a protector save that God to whosecare I had 
been committed. Since that time I have been a wanderer in the 
— world, almost without a home, though God has always provided 
friends. | 


In the early part of the last summer, I determined on stealing 
awhile away from the anxious cares and scenes of life, to visit the 


| place of my nativity, and my father's grave. It. was a long and 
tiresome journey through the interior of Maine, over hill and dale, 
reached my own native village. The carriage at length stopped 
~ at the house where L had been born, and spent my early days, and | 
which I had so long been an exile. alighted hastily from the 
earriave, entered, and inguired for those T had formerly known, and 
~ still lJoved,—took some refreshment,—reclined on the sofa for half an 
hour, and then, rested and refreshed, silently and alone stole away tO, 
the neighboring chureh-yard. It was a pleasant evening in June, 
~ and all nature looked gay. The sun, which had been so oppressive 


~ throtigh a long summer’s day, bad just hid himself behind the west- 


\ 


Having now said all that he wished to say, 
he requested some of the choir that were present, with whom he had. 


| 
| 
| 
) | 
CARouus. 
| 
A j 
; \ | | 
a | 
r 


here ; my mind was raised upwards ; true, thought I, 
here, the casket, like a house tenantless, but the spirit rests in Abra- 
ham’s bosom. Reflections crowded thick ‘and fast upon my mind, 
and the past seemed to be present. I remembered the story I had 
- heard him tell of his conversion to God,—of his broken and penitent 
heart,—of the application of the atoning blood of Jesus, which filled 
his soul with glory,—and of that sweet peace he constantly had in 
red his oft repeated exhortations to his brethren. 
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ern hills. The moon, in all her silent majesty, was lighting up the 


eastern horizon, and the little stars twinkled innumerable in the dis- 
tance ; and the gentle zephyrs crept among the leaves and branches 


over my head almost without a whisper. Nought could be heard but 


the distant waterfall, mingled with the notes of Philomela as she 


~ chanted her requiem to departed day, and the old village clock as it | 
announced the hour of ten. The lights from the windows of the | 
cottages in the country and village had disappeared in quick succes-_ 


sion, and all the world seemed wrapt in silence and repose. I had 


now reached the gate at the entrance of the sacred enclosure. I 
entered, and for a moment paused, and raised my heart in silent prayer 
and thanksgiving to God for preserving my life and bringing me again 


to this consecrated spot. And while I thus stood, with heart and 


hands upraised to heaven, the power of the Highest overshadowed 
me, and a Saviour’s love seized me with all the omnipotence of a 
charm. Every thing was favorable for devotional feeling; in darkness | 


there was divinity, and in every leaf and flower. In this frame of 


~mind IJ passed on until I reached the spot where, ten years before, I 
had seen deposited the earthly remains of a dear father. The spot 
was changed ; the earth that was then new and broken, was now old 
and covered with srass and bushes; and the stones that marked the 


spot, had fallen partially down. A sudden chill crept over my frame, 


while [ stood like a statue and gazed on the spot. Tears flowed in 
quick succession, as I thought of my orphanage, a widowed mother, 
of sweet babes younger than myself, and the many trials through 
~~ which we had “been brought without a father’s care. Never did so 
many sweet associations cluster around a father’s name. 
While I had been indulging in these reflections, the moon had been 
obscured by an intervening cloud, which had now passed away, and — 
enabled me to read on the marble slab, “‘ Blessed are the dead which 


die in the Lord.” A new sensation at once filled my soul; for the 
first time since | had been on that spot I thought my father is not 


believing. I remembe 


and sisters in Christ to be faithful and love God with all their heart.— 
his warning to sinners t to co 


pardon at the hands of God. I remembered, too, 


_ by his example he said to all, “Ye should be dead, and have your . 
event prayers at the family altar, » 


fe hid with Christin God 


is dust rests — 


0 flee from the wrath to come, and seek for — 
his holy living, for. 


| 
| 


Jast end be like his.’’ 
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and in the congregation, were all before me,—and his happy and 
triumphant death. Such reflections as these filled my mind. While 
my mind was thus occupied, the old town-clock announced the hour 


of midnight. I turned and walked slowly away, thankful to God 


that he had ever given me a praying, holy father, resolving in the 
future more closely to copy his example, and devoutly praying, “ Let — 
Betu. 

October 14, 1839. 


PRAISE FOR THE FOUNTAIN OPENED. — 


- There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; _ 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
\ Lose all their guilty stains. | 


The dying thief rejoiced to see 
‘That fountain in his day ; 
And there have I, as vile as he, tee jo gf 
Washed all my sins away. 
Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransom’d church of God. 
- Be saved, to sin no more. | 


_E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream | 
.Thy flowing wounds supply, . | \ 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till 1 die. onal 
| | ‘Then ina nobler, sweeter song, 
sing thy power to save, 
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue 
Lies silent in the grave. 


“Lord, believe thou hast prepared 

 (Unworthy though I be,) 

For me a blood-bought free reward 
A ssc harp for me! 


'Tis strung and tuned for endless years, 
| And formed by power divine, 
‘To sound in God the Father’s ears 
NO other naine but thine, 
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sustain -them—then he ea 
~~ Chirist knows all this b 
hitnself, being tempted, 
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SHORT SERMON, 


Text. Heb. ii. 17, 18—Wherefore in all things, it behoved lim to be made like 


unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful High Priest, in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the. people. For in that 
he himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to succor thei that are tempted. 


The plan of God for the salvation of sinful men, is a tissue of 
wonders. Look at the work of mediation. Contemplate, for a 
moment, the thing to be done. One must be found who can stand 
between guilty man, and his righteous God—one who can come down 
to a vile, base mortal, and win his confidence, and touch his heart, 
and feel his sorrows ; and who can then rise with more than angelic 
dignity, and influence, and stand before infinite purity, and plead for 
the guilty, not in vain. Who shall unite in bimself this sympathy — 


 witlr mortals, and this dignity before the King Immortal? Who shall 
~ be the bosom friend of sinful man, and the prevailing Advoeate before . 
_~ his spotless Maker? In whom shall these wide extremes be sweetly 


\ 


blended?) And bow shall the thing be done? 
God's wisdom devised a plan, and his love achieved it. Since ” 
qualities almost infinitely unlike were needed, to constitute a Mediator ; 


since there must be the sympathy of man, and the dignity of God ; 


b 


_ The thing is done. “In all things it behoved him to be mad 
hke unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful Hich 
Priest, in things pertaining to God. For that he hunself hath suffer- 


ed, being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.” 
~ Yes, he must be like his brethren, before he can be both “merciful — 
He must know their wants, their. 


and faithful’ in his mediation. 
Weakness, and their woes. Then he can be merciful. He must 
know how they suffer—how they are tempted—and what they need — 


y his own experience. “ Having suffered 


Christian reade 
brother? Do. yo 
buffeting, and tria 
And have you ev 


u see bim a man—a man of sorrows, temptation, 
ls—of human sympathies, and human frailties, too - 
a. er thought of him as entering into all your sorrows, 
even like your nearest bosom friend ? 

he lived aniong 


in all that sw 


& 


be faithful. Now, astonishing to tell, 


he is able to succor them that are tempted.” 
r, have you thought of Jesus Christ as vour elder~ 


Jehovah said—let there be a. union. Let the Son of my 
| ally himself with ove of that lost race. Let human nature and — 

divine be blended in the great High Priest of mortals. 9” . 


You know he did thus when” 
ty chosen ones on earth. Then there was no heart 
eet community which sympathized so quickly and so, | 


‘same yesterday, to-day and forever.” — 
high throne, he yet lives among his own people.‘ Lo, 1 am with” 
you always, even to the end of the world.” No change 1s there in 
him, seeing that now “he ever liveth to make intercession for us ; 

a “great high priest” still, ‘‘ passed into the heavens, Jesus the son of 


am ready for the conflict. — 


Means of Grace. 


keenly with every falling tear as his did. Not one wept so freely — 


over a brother’s grave—not one felt more tenderly, or moved more 
promptly in view of the common ills of sickness and infirmity than 


he. ‘He wasa swift angel of mercy in this prison-house of wo. 
has a change passed over him, now that his mansion 1s on 
high, and he walks not among the sinning and sorrowing, but sits en-_ 


throned amid the praises of the ransomed? Ah, no; for “he is the 
No: for though he sits on his 


Got 


And is he still a man, a brother ? and can he feel for me, as one 


who has suffered like me, can feel? Sometimes this seems to be too 


much—in kindness, in condescension, too much : too much to be true, 


and too much for me to believe. But I must rebuke this unbelief, 
and pour out my heart in praise and wonder. ‘Thou Lamb of Cal- 


vary—thou man of sympathies and sorrows—let me take my place at 


thy feet, like her of old, “and wash them with my tears.” And may 
I Jean upon thy bosom too, and know that thou wilt bear me up, and 


hold me fast, and be my friend and helper, my refuge and defender — 
amid all my temptations, toils and trials of this warring life? Thenl 


THE MEANS 


TO. BE USED TO BECOME FULLY ESTABLISHED IN HOLINESS. 


~ Mr. Pipe concludes his excellent treatise on Sanctification with directions to 
those who desire to become rooted and grounded in perfect love. oe dade 
‘The first direction,—that we must believe, without wavering, the love of God 
_ towards us in Jesus Christ —has already appeared in the Guide. We now publish 
ia the others. The whole together make a long article ;, but we think not too long for 


‘ 


its character, or for the profit and satisfaction of our readers : _ 


Second. As you must thus believe in what the Lord has wrought in y tah if y on 
would not be robbed of it, so you must strive to Live every moment by faith in ry yi 
erucified Redeemer for what you want. “ The life which I now live in the flesh, 


said St. Paul, “I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved. me, and gave him- | 
self for me.” Christ is the proper object of your faith. All your blessings are de- 

rived from him, and faith must be considered as the hand that receives them. ond | 
soul ‘must. feed upon him; you must spiritually eat his flesh, and drink his blood. 


Without it there can be no increase of spiritual life, If you would receive the, | 


\ 
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“cleansés me from all sin, and gives me boldness at the throne of grace. 


melts, and is deeply affected with thy kindnesses. 


my sicknesses. 
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benefits of his merit and intercession, it must be by faith. All the advantages aris- 
ing from the offices he has taken upon himself for you, must be obtained in the 
same way. 


the ancient worthies obtained the promises of their dispensation ; and by faith. you. 


must expect the accomplishment of all the promises of the new covenant. By faith | 
you must overcome the world, quench the fiery darts of the devil, and put to flight | 
the temptations, sins, and vanities which surround you. Faith that works by love © 


is the spring of obedience. It will enable you to give up your all to God, and to 
expect all from him. It will deliver you from anxious thoughts concerning futuri- 
ty: you will be assisted to cast your care upon him, and in every thing, by prayer 


and supplication, with thanksgiving, to make your requests known to him and his 
‘peace, which passeth understanding, shall keep your heart and mind ‘in Christ 


Jesus. By faith you have access to the grace in which you now stand ; and every 


fresh supply must be obtained in the same way. In short, faith is an excellent gift 


of God; and, if it be scripturally used, cannot be used too much. Though I have 


spoken thus highly of faith, Iam no Antinomian: on the contrary, I exceedingly 
dislike Antinomianism. That sets obedience aside; whereas what is here recom: 
mended is productive of all good works. Live, then , by the moment in Him” why is 
“the Truth, the Life, and the Way ;” and you shall prove the faithfulness of Gi: % 
and be strengthened for every good word and work, The faith that produces thi Sy 


gives all the honor to Him to whom it is due, and takes nothing to itself; which | 


appears to be the reason why the Lord. puts such honor upon it. He that thus Le- 
lieves shall never be confounded. Though at first his appearance may be only as_ 


the of soon be as “the sun when he forth 


} 


Frequently exercise e yourself i in particy acts of faith agpecially ii in. sea- 
sons of trial and temptation. 


If you have nocbetter method, use the following :— 
“Thou art the Almighty God, the Creator of all things. Thou hast formed me to: 


thy praise and I am thine. Thou preservest. my life, and multipliest thy blessings 


upon me. “Thine eye is continually upon me, and thy hand is stretched out in my 
defence. Thou wilt not suffer any harm to approach me. I will trust in thee, and 
not be afraid. Thou, O Jesus, art my Saviour, my Redeemer, my all. Thou hast 
died for me. Thy blood is sprinkled in its power and virtue on my heart. It 


Thou hast 
united me to thyself. I have seen and shall still see thy olory. Thou hast con- 
quered my soul with thy love. I am overcome with thy goodness. » My heart - 


Thy Spirit dwells in my soul, 
diffusing — its tefreshing influences through all my powers. Thou wilt fulfil thy 


promises, and) make good all thy word to me. Thou wilt. be with me in the fire 


in the water. 


‘Thou wilt bring me to the wealthy place. Thou wilt make my 


Through thee 1 shall triumph in death. Thou wilt open for — 


me the everlasting gates, and receive me to thyself, where [shall hehold thy beauty, 


and from the overflowing and ever- flowing fount 
glorified spirits. 


ten in heaven ; 


ain of felicity, drink in the joys of - 
Thou wilt unite me to the church of the first: born who are writ- 


and with them I shall praise thee without weariness, and without 
- set down: this form, for your assistance ; but I would have you en- 
rye upol 
pe ite as much as, you can, In every thing, whether or sinall, 


Hence you see tlie necessity of continually looking at Jesus. By faith - 
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in which you are interested. Such exercises are excellent antidotes to doubt, fear, 
or suspense, and most powerful methods of increasing thankfulness to God. 

Fourth, Preserve in your mind a rooted aversion to every kind of sin. It cannot 
promote either your happiness or the glory of God. = ' 


It was sin that brought disorder into. the works of God, and d filled the creation — 


with groans and sorrow. 

It was this that sullied the aici destroyed the liberty, and blasted the j joys of 
angels. It was this that filled them with pain and restlessness, and laid them under 
the curse of God; in which state they must remain, till the decision of the last day 


shall determine the degrees of their intolerable and everlasting torments ; and these 
torments, it is probable, will be increased by Svery attempt which they have made 


to seduce mankind into rebellion. | 
Jt is sin that has already brought myriads ar: our fellow- creatures into remediless 
destruction, and which is still plunging thousands more into’ the same inexpressi- 
bly dreadful situation, 
W hat bat sin could have forced such an astonishing expression from the lips of 
Jehovah, as that which occurs in Gen. vi. 6? 


ng whom I have made, &e. 


| 


It is for this alone that man is banished from his God; it is only sin that can 


prevent his admission into the everlasting mansions. | 
This is the fruitful source of all our disquictude, disorder, and afilictions ; and if 


‘we have found, in yielding to At a Mmomenhary or atification, has it not afterward 
stung like an. adder | 

are not ignorant of this ; ‘but he more clearly you see the evil that flows 
“from sin, and the Dblesseduess that flows from pure religion, the more you will shun 

the former, and desire the latter, Ww hich must certain! y tend to the establishing of 


your soul 1 in the grace of God. 


_ Fifth. ‘Guard against lightness and trifling, and cultiva c a spirit of seriousness 
in your general deportment. You must serve the Lord with humility , fervency, 
“cand gladness of heart; for where these harmonize, cheeriulness is preserved with- 


out any danger of its degenerating into levity. Lightness of carriage and behavier, 
injure the spirit of de votion, _ produce barrenness of soul, and greatly lessen a man’s 


y ludicrous stories, inimoderate or frequent lauehter, satirical remarks, &c., 


influence in the church, While he creates smiles in others, he causes leanness in 
his own soul, and must, on re ‘flection, mourn over his weakness. Let the concerns 


of ty; and the solemn things of religion, fill your thoughts, and they will 


ejoice 
serve you from this too. common and disregarded mischief. . Rejoice a igh you 


rejoiced not, aud always be anindful of that word, “ Thou, God, seest Tam 
not now recommending either. moroseness or melancholy ; these being as or 
‘the point as levity or trifling. Tam recommending the’ habituating of yourself to 


that disposition of heart which you preserve in your secret approaches to the throne 


‘a an view. and your seriousness will be crowned 
of your heavenly Father. Keep this in view, your: i 


with the happiest effects, both to yourse if wa others. | 
Sixth. Endeavor. to retain a grateful se nse of the mercies of God, It well be- 
comes the Christian to be thankful. Let this incense be scattered with a liberal 


or be ts have. been bestowed, or ina be’ 
hand on_all your ‘sacrifice s. Whatever bench ve y 


bestowed upon you, let them be acknowledged. with praise and than! ksgiving. 


—‘ It repented the Lord that he had 
; inadg man on the earth, and it grieved -him at his heart; and he said, I will destroy 
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While fighting the battles of the Lord with his two-edged sword in your hand, the 


high praises of God should be in your mouth. Satan abhors the praises of God; 
and the most powerful temptation is generally broken by giving glory to God in 
affectionate praise. The thankful soul is always safe and happy. Oh, then, « sing 


praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to your King, sing praises; for God is 


the King of all the earth; sing praises with understanding ;’’ and thus imitate the 


- Seventh. Be careful not to grieve the Holy Spirit, by which you are sealed io 


the day of redemption, The more he has done for you, the ‘more studious you 


should be to please him. You should attend to every command, and observe every © 
duty. The least violation of the law of love, through indifference or neglect, the ad 


least rejection or misimprovement of grace, is displeasing to him. An unguarded 
_ word, or an improper thought or temper, will be sufficient to bring a cloud upon 

your mind, weaken your desires after higher attainments, sensibly damp your fervor, 
_ and cause you grief and dissatisfaction. There must be close walking with your 


Lord, if you intend to have the witness that you please him ; for he has no pleasure 


in foolishness. You are a steward, not a proprietor, of your Lord’s goods. He 
_ will come at last and reckon with you. You are accountable to him for time, priv- 
ueges, talents, mercies, helps, and opportunities. Aim to be altogether a Christian. 
Follow the apostle’s advice: “ Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and 


to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, 


and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
Kindness charity.” Let your eye be single, 


Spin doing all as unto the Lord; and the 
pirit of holiness will: not fail to comfort, strengthen, and direct your 


Eighth. Study the Scriptures. ‘Chat blessed book ca 
y with it, and you will find its excellences contin 
You will there trace the characters of the saints 
graces for which they were most eminent. t 
distrust yourself, and trust to the Lord : 
rocks against which some of them struck : 
conformity to his will. 


There you may trace, through successive ages, the power and providence of God 
towards his people, the support afforded them in trouble, tl 
for them, and the miserable end of their enemies and iy 


| 
| behold the happy State of man, the effects of his rebellion, 
ine procedure in his restoration, together with the of 
* his power to save to the uttermost. \ 
In that sacred volume, yo 
| YOU may see e | 
faith and practice’? MAY every thing necessary to guide both your 


ually increasing upon your view. 
s, their virtues and defects, and the 
By this means you may learn how to 
how to avoid their weaknesses, and the 

and how to glorify God by the strictest 


secutors. 


_ There the precious promises of your faithful God a 


lighty Promiser. 


with many a glorious view of the aln comfort, 
In this unsullied mirror, a | | 


ing habitati 
for the quickening of your diligence, it affords a 
wees’ pit, the abode of devils and of . ‘deni 
bought them,” or received his grace in vain,” 
Your Lord has commanded you to search th ) 
you wise unto salvation, through. faith in 
: - God, and are Profitable for doctrine, 


the Scriptures. They are able to make 


rries its own evidence along | 


the deliverances wrought © 


steady faith may apprehend the distant splendors of 


him. They were given inspiration 
proof, for Correction, for instruction in 
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righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.”” Whatever books you read, let the Bible be one. Meditate therein, 
till its end is answered in your complete salvation. : ; 
_ Ninth. Beware of paying too much attention to dreams, impulses, and impressions. 
Some of these, it must be acknowledged, have been monitory, and therefore they 
are not always to be disregarded ; but, in every affair, consult your reason, and the 
openings of Providence. If these be not clear, search the Scriptures; and if they 


should yield no direction in the particular cases, take the advice of your Christian 


friends, which, after importunate prayer to the Lord for his guidance, you will be 


justified in following... But you must always remember, that if a hundred ways be. 


"presented to you, that should be followed which is most for the glory of God, | 


Tenth. Endeavor to be watchful and recollected. You are a Christian. Christ 
is your master. Angels minister unto you. Your ait is towards heaven; yet the 
devil will prevent you if he can. In order to overcome all the obstacles which he 
may interpose, let the end of your existence be always in your view. Consider 
that your soul is immortal, and that time is chiefly valuable, not as affording you an 
opportunity for sensual indulgence, or even for the higher enjoyments of the mind, 
but as being the day of probation mercifully accorded to you, that you may deter- 
mine whether you will spend a never-ending existence in the presence of angels 
and of God, or among the unhappy spirits that inhabit the lake of fire, Between 
these you have already made your choice ; shape, then, your course accordingly. 
Follow in the path of your Saviour; lean not to your own understanding ; cry out 

for help betimes in every difficulty ; and be assured that the “high Hand” which’ 
‘brought the children of Israel through the wilderness, and over the sea, into the 
promised land, will lead you safely through all your future course, be it long or 
short, rough or smooth, to the city that hath foundations.” 
_. Eleventh. Prepare for opposition. This you may expect, not, only from ‘devils 


and bad men, but even from some that are good. The opinions of the best men are 


go various, that our best intentions are liable to objection. ‘The zealous may think 
us too cold; while the lukewarm and the formalist may condemn us as too hot. 
Should it be your lot, bear rather than dispute. If your aim be to “please men, 
you cannot be the servant of Christ,” Always do what you believe is right, and — 
leave the event to God. It is not he that commendeth himself, nor he that is com- 
mended by others, that is approved ; but whom the Lord commendeth. | 
Twelfth. Preserve true simplicity in all your actions. Aim, if '1 may so express 
it, to be yourself upon all occasions. | This will greatly tend to increage your and . 
cerity, and to preserve you trom flattery and flatterers. Our rejoicing is’ this; 
said the apostle, ‘the testimony, of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom ; but. by the grace of God, we have had our con- 
—mhirteenth. Set a good example to all around you. Regularly attend the house | 
of God, and preserve his worship in your family. Diligently wait upon him in all” 
his ordinances, always endeavoring to be present at their commencement, and to 
show by your devout behavior that you are a true worshipper of the King of Glory. ; 
) Let your house be well regulated. | Be neat and plain in your dress, and industrious \ 
in your calling. Paya special regard to the sanctity of the Lord's day, avoiding as 
much as possible, every thing of a secular nature. Be circumspect. Be careful of 
your word and promise. Mind little things. Remember, he who is regardless of 
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by your fruit. 


to learn. As adverse winds call forth the constant exertions and skill of the pilot, 


- But if we constantly submit ourselves to the operation of divine grace, it will so’ 
harmonize and proportion every faculty and feeling to the rest, that we shall be like 
vessels with a true ballast, which hold their heads well in the water, and preserye a 
- steady direct course to the place of their destination. : > 

Fifteenth. Study to improve afflictive dispensations. Remember that “ affliction 
cometh not forth of the dust,” all being sent by Divine Providence for wise and 
salutary purposes. Be not, then, cast down and dispirited in the time of trouble. 
Do not forget that God is your refuge, a present help in trouble, and that all things 
are working together for your good. By afflictions, you will learn how little can 


will be when your heart and flesh begin to fail. They will also teach you to sym- 
pathize with others who are in similar circumstances. They will lead you to con- 
» template with greater satisfaction that rest which remains for the people of God 5 


worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed! io | Gen 
. In particular seasons of depression or pain, when you feel your soul indisposed 


drawing improper conclusions from your present feelings. -Leaye yourself in the 
Lord’s hands, constantly saying, Thy will be done.” 
Contentment and resignation are difficult both to 
~ how precious in the sight of the Lord are those w 
they have “ suffered awhile,’ 
Strengthen, settle them.” 
Sixteenth. Consider your Lord's words, 
deny himself, take up his cross daily, and foll 
will of God, and the glory of his name, must 
consideration.. You must then beware of sel 
Self-indulgence, voluntary humility, &e, 


learn and to practise ; but oh, 


he will make, them perfect,” he will ‘establish, 


He that will come after me, let him 


f-pleasing, self-seeking, self-exaltation, 


ion over.you. | 
cA Beware of shunning the cross. 

‘point out your work, Whatever 
3 testimony for your God, reprovin 
and/ recommending religion t 
wardness and lightness, opposin 
faithful and fearless among. 
Ne ‘Strive to follow Jesus til] you 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” 


0 your relations or 
g fashionable 
worldly men, 


others, bearing with their fro- 


however great, wise, or respectable. 


little things, will fall by little and little. In short, be you “an example to believers," 
(whose eyes will now be upon you) “in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, - 
in faith, in purity.” The Lord looketh on the heart, but men will know you only 


- that he may attain the port; so the various trials of life should call forth the utmost. 
endeavors cf thé Christian, that nothing may prevent his admission into the haven. . 
of eternal rest. Without care, how easily we might be overset by an excess of | 


grief, by inordinate affection, by the fertility of the imagination, by curiosity, &e. 


_ be.expected from the world ; how valuable grace is now, and how much more so it | 


ho overcome the difficulty! After _ 


If your heart be right, the Spirit,of holiness will | 
it may be, do it ; whether it be bearing a public 
g sin, visiting the sick, acting in public, speaking — 


vices and follies, or showing yourself | 


‘come unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 


Fourteenth. Let your passions and affections, with all the powers of your mind, - 
be duly regulated by the word and Spirit of God. This is a lesson you have daily 


and to rejoice in the knowledge ‘that. the. sufferings of the present time are not - : 


_ for religious exercises, do not suffer yourself to be robbed of your confidence by. 


ow me.” By this you see, that the | 
, in your view, outweigh every other 


‘springing from and supported by the vine; the different materials of a building 
| sustained and held together by the foundation on which it is erected ; and the vari- 


~ We are awed by the greatness of his’ majesty, yet not terrified ; are abashed before 
him, but not confounded ; distance vanishes, and still we adore and reverence him, 
- He fills our minds with serenity ; diffuses joy through all our powers ; discovers 
; what hé has wrought in us by his Spirit, and enables us to exclaim with assurance, 


_im-heayenly places in Christ 
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Seventeenth. Above all things, prize union and fellowship with God and his 
people. This is one of the highest privileges we are called to enjoy, either on earth 
or in heaven. The language used by our Lord on this subject 1s very remarkable, 
if we consider the vast distance that exists between the infinite and eternal Being, | 
and his finite and dependent creatures. This will appear by the gracious words 


which proceeded from his lips: ‘ Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me, [apostles,] that they may be one as we are jt they 
[believers in general] all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us:—and the glory thou gavest me, I have: ave them ; __ 
"3 that they may be one, even as we are one: [ in them, and thou in: me; that they: 
~~ may be made perfect in one.” —How intimate in its nature, and how important in 


its results, is this union! It is represented by the connexion between the branches 


ous:members of the human. body, all receiving virtue and direction from the head. 


| Here, Christ is the Vine, the Founpantion, and the Heap; and believers the 
. BRANCHES, the BUILDING, and the MEMBERS. | 


To speak first of our union and fellowship with God. We know exceedingly 3 
little of his nature, or the manner in which he has access to our minds; yet we are- 


sensible of his presence with us, by his gracious influences and operations ; for fe 


“that he is nigh, his wondrous works declare,’ and we can worship and glorify 


~ him asa present God. Take an instance of this in our devotional exercises. git 
are seasons in which we feel that he is waiting to be gracious, and by faith we 
readily apprehend him, and behold his glories; 1t seems as if 


inyisible appears in sight, 
And God is seen by mortal eye.” - 


“This God is our God, and he will be our guide unto death.” We lament our past | 


. is pati | “s ing; while he speaks to 
—unfaithfulness, and wonder at his patience and long-suffering ; while peaks ¢ 


‘T will i cy ; and will 
hearts, and says, ‘(I will have merey on w hom I will, 
have mercy upon you; | will pardon those whom I reserve. have loved y 
with an everlasting love, and therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn _ 
Children, all that 1 have is yours.” In all this display of grace, we feel no self- 


exaltation ; selfishness is extinguished, and that sweet simplicity produced, when | 
Grace, not nature, must have the domin- 


praise, all meekness, and all love. 
have been planted in us are called into vigorous exercise Our atith-apprpnee 


2 Saviour in all his offices, and claims through his merit the promises in all their ful- 


ness ; our love causes us to prefer the fellowship of the Father and 
with the communion of the Holy Ghost, to all the fellowships.an toca i? taf 
the world; and as he makes his divine perfections pass before us, @ leat 
xcited. We envy no worldling his enjoyments; We 


nd future 


races are in like manner e no gh yee 
; nly Jesus, delighted with our present portion a 


The graces which 
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prospects, while heaven seems hid from us only by a very thin veil. With the 


sweet Singer in our Israel, we feelingly say, 

“Take my soul and body’s powers ; 
Take my memory, mind, and will; 

- All my goods, and all my hours, 
All I know, and all I feel; 
All I think, or speak, or do; | 
Take my heart ;—but make it new!” 


being desirous of ‘that daily renewing of the Holy Ghost, by which we are to be 2 


‘presented faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 7 j 
_ And as it respects our union with his people, we see that it is the will of our 
Redeemer, that we should be so perfectly one as not to be distinguished by nation, 
condition, or sex ; for among those who “have put on Christ, there is neither Jew 


nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; but we 
are all one in him: there is one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one 


baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in us all.” 
Now, as we cannot come to the knowledve of all the faithful followers of Christ, we 
must content ourselves with a heartjyood will to all in general; but have a special re- 
_ gard for those who, we believe, are become one spirit with the Lord. We must think 
favorably of them, and speak kindly and affectionately to them. We must sympa- 
. thize with them in their troubles; relieve them in their distresses ;. make supplica- 


_ tion forthem at the throne of grace, and rejoice to meet them there. We ought 
_ never to forsake them on account of the persecutions they meet with ; the conduct | 


Of false brethren ; or any supposed slight, or even grievous offence, they may offer 
us. 


their 
The language of our heart and tongue should be, 
and their God my God ;”’ 


shall for a season dissolve those bonds, which will in heaven be riveted for eternity. 


And what but the holiness recommended in these conversations, can effect this — 


two-fold union? 


. Holiness is the soul's costly dress, its finest embellishment, the 
wedding garment | 


,» the white robe, the clothing of wrought gold, the raiment of 
needlework; it is the believer's strongest anchor 
sickness, the antidote of death, and is er 

Weight of glory. | 
It is, in short, as a pious and 


8 judicious writer observes, “ the jewel in’ the crown, 
_ the diamond in the ring, 


an : he perfection of the whole man. It is the beauty of 
families, the strength of cities, 


is the splendor of angels, and 
the scope of all ordi 
ministers, and the interest of 
so that he who pretends to re] 
18 an impostor ot idiot.” 


the glory of God, who is GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS. | 
nances, the meaning of all providences, the errand of. 
the people. In a word, it is the sum of all religion ; 


Eighteenth. Be always ready for 


through this world.” Heayen 


~ 


your departure. You are only a passenger 
is your home, and your face\s vide 


A 


his easiest pillow in health or. 
owned with an exceeding and eternal | 


the bulwarks of a nation, the ornament of all socie: 
militant, and the glory of the church triumphant. It > - 


igion, and shall disdain the title of saint or holy one, | 


We should seek their prosperity, and make them our companions; bear with 
weaknesses, and cover their failings, as far as we can with a good conscience. 
This people shall be my people, — 
and we should preserve our union with them till death 


a ee he ring, the embroidering of the garment, the enamel of nature, 
Bag the lustre of our gifts, and t 


hould be alwaystowards 
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it. You are not permitted to know how, or where, or when, your Lord will call for — . 


you. Let your loins, then, be always girt, your lamp always burning, and yourself 
in readiness for the heavenly Bridegroom. Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, shall find watching ; for he shall be put in possession of “ the in- 
heritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” : Then, if you 
thus act, with all the redeemed of the Lord, you shall be crowned with everlasting 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 


On a survey of the whole, we may justly say, “ Behold what manner of love the 


Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called. the sons of God,—and it : 
~ doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we know, that when he shalt appear, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is; and he that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
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THOUGHTS ON HOLINESS. se 


1. God cannot require less than perfect holiness of beings possess- 


ing a moral nature ; to require less than perfect holiness, would be, in 


effect, to license sin. What wise lawgiver ever 
only partial obedience ? or admitting of occasional e 
2. God requires perfect holiness now ; otherwise he pee a 
live in sin now ; but He cannot permit us to live in sin to-day, witha — 


view to our becoming holy to-morrow, for this would also be in effect 
3. But if God requires perfect holiness of us at the present time, 


fa ires of us that 
i Se e for us to be holy now, or else God require 
ait is possibl But God is not a hard master; 


which it is impossible for us to do. ( not a aster 
He does not require impossibilities of His creatures ; therefore we 


conclude it is possible - us to be perfectly holy now. 
4. If the strength of 


5 ow. whose. ult?) God is 
.-. 5, If we are not perfectly holy now, hose is the fault?) Go 


both able and willing to make us so the present instant. To =e 
that He is not able, is to say that he who 1s against us Is stronger 


final 
He that is for us, and thus contradict Scripture and suaks i a 
destruction sure ;— for if our enemy can prevent our ho iness, wee 


prevent our salvation. foctly holy 
6. To say that God 1s not willing to make us pertectly a 


10* 


ur corruptions, or the weakness of our moral . 

power be. objected, it is replied : ‘These equal | 

wise ;—and the answer 1s, “My grace is su fo 
~ the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
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is to say that He chooses that we remain in sin; that is, that He 
prefers sin to holiness, which is an imputation which we surely would 
not cast on the character of God. > | 

7. As it can thus be made to appear that God is both able and 


willing to make us holy now, the question returns upon us, Why are ~ 
we not so?’ And the only answer is, Because we ourselves do not 


choose to be so ; or, in other words, we do not choose to give up the 


world for Christ’s sake, and to give our hearts wholly to Him; or, in — 
the true gospel sense, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be» 


- 8. The obligation to be holy now, is binding upon all men, every 
where; for the command “ Be ye holy,” is without qualificatién or 


limit. OW. R. S. | 


SELF DENIAL. 

“Deny thyself, and take up thy cross,” is an injunction as ancient 
_ as itis binding upon the followers-of Him who has made it our solemn 
“ duty. But where are they to be found, who, in the Scripture sense, 
obey this divine commandment? 
_ Were we to judge from the spirit and appearance of most profes- 
-_ we should suppose that they aimed at the very reverse of this, 
_ anc were acting on the principle, indulge thyself, and. take not the 
some As this 1s a duty which, like every other, cannot be done 
without the special and constant assistance of grace, how necessary it 
iki order to attend to it aright, that the soul should let go every 
other trust, and fasten the ‘hand of faith wholly on Christ; that, 
stripped of all selfishness, it may be h 
_ and suffer the will of God. 
| — fully and sweetly lost. 
the precious promises that are given as helps in this duty. 
+0 a soul saved from all low and crovelli comma 
“Deny thyself,” | 
es says It, and he delights to obey. 

ie m swift obedience move.” 
vreator, expand with |] illions ¢ 
they our race, who do not 
e e S ? | 

spirit ue philanthropists, 


ais denial leads them to 1 
. from God, rather than | to 


What state on earth so enviable? The 


‘Tis love that makes his willing 


eld in constant readiness to do. 
mm the Deity! «How easy for faith to 


Te elling motives, the command | 
vil be sweeter than music. It is his best Friend 


Such souls, burning with love to the - | 


prefer the honor that comes 
in that which comes from men, although it is 


the undying spirit without an interest in Christ. - 
times, to deny himself of the society of dear friends, and even the. 
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no small sacrifice to differ from those whom they highly respect and 
love ; but the true spirit of sacrifice will lead them to lay this on the 
altar when duty requires it. This spirit will lead its possessor to look 
out upon the wants of the world, and coneider: th6 fey destiny of 


cultivation of his own intellect will be suspended, that he may plead 


at the mercy seat for. the world “which lieth in wickedness.” If he 
~ have property, it is freely laid on the altar of self-denial; he cannot _ 
indulge himself in any more of the good things of this life than is — 
‘necessary, lest he should deprive some deathless spirit of the bread 
of life, by withholding from him the’ precious Bible, which the avails 


of luxury might purchase. A few dollars less of vain show, given 


in the true spirit of self-denial, might, in the hands of ( 


the means of saving many perishing souls. 


Then let us, as Christians, in the true spirit of self-denial, come up 

to this work. It will bring its own reward, and react upon us In @ 
thousand ways unknown to him who is constantly pampering and 
indulging self. And God offers His whole eternity of love as a re-_ 
ward for that which will prove our greatest good in time and in 
eternity. Shall we refuse to comply with His holy requisitions? or. 


/ 


will we immediately come up to the Christian standard, deny our- pp 
We have but a little time allotted us to 

what is done for God, or to Him, | 
in the true spirit of self-denial, must be done quickly. May we stand | 


decide ; the die will soon be cast ; 


acquitted at last, having lived in the spirit of our self-denying Saviour. 
| | | FRANCES. 
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EXTRACT 


‘Dear Brotuer B.:—! take pleasure in penning a line, informing | 
as r??—that have perfect confidence 
Le Nin aly Redeemer—that I rest completely and safely on the broad 


you that ‘ my peace is asa rive 


atonement. Read the 295th Hymn: |: 
'tis delight without alloy,” Ke. 


“ My passions hold a pleasing reign.” 


de will be led, at — 


od, become \ 
like the widow’s oil, or the five loaves and two small fishes, and be — 


Of a letter from a member of the Wesleyan University, to a fellow student, nou 
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How full of meaning the entire hymn. The last two lines how 


sweet? \ 
cries | “«'Tis love that drives my chariot wheels 
| And death must yield to love.’ 
O, dear brother, 
on earth it be so sweet 
What height of rapture shall we know 
When round his Throne we meet?” 


\ 


Revivat of Holiness. WNT 
him, will he not abide in us? If the Father and Son and the Spmt, 
take up their abode in the temple, will they not keep it in safety? O 
yes, if, in our hearts we say, ‘Come in, thou blessed’ Trinity, reign 
the supreme of a//—cause thou my passions to hold a pleasing sway.” 


_- Well, I rest in God, I rely upon the atonement. The Saviour 


prayed the Father to keep the disciples from the evils which were 


in the world. I hope, through grace, to live no longer to mysell 
but for the good of a dying world, and fora “ building not made with — 
_..O, dear brother, let us ever lie upon the altar of Christianity, at 
~.the disposal of heaven. Do you ever think of the unworthy one 
who now writes you; when in the silent chamber, you 
ward, petitioning our common Father? O, please or 
my arins of faith and prayer shall bare you up for a smile o 


if. 
pe 


You know that about a year since I professed to love God, as the 
Scripture requires—“ with all. my soul, might, mind and strength!’ 


_ For several months I enjoyed a great share of ‘the grace of God, 
so that if I lay down at night, to rest, I felt as if reposing on the — 
soft bosom of my Redeemer; or if waking, I only awoke to catch. _ 

a smile from Jesus. O, this was happy living. Felt we were 

Christ’s, that Christ’s was ours, and unitedly, that we were God’s. 

Well this religion consisted not altogether in feeling, but was founded 


upon principles, derived from a knowledge of God and of ourselyes— 
of our relations to the Diving Being and to our fellow immortals. 
Now I think I have always, from the time referred to, possessed this 


principle, but have uot during the last few months realized the evi- 


\ 


verse scenes of life! 
Kind, are removed from. 


proach the mctey-seat, and commune with our Father. 
ant to become 


vale of humility.-“ 
Issue from beneath 


spirit itself or feeling 


dence that I pleased God. I went to the Bolton camp-meeting for 
the purpose of renewing my covenant, and gaining the brighter evi- 
dence that I was an. adopted child of the family of heaven. My 
kind Redeemer was propitious. 


lives! How wondrous this to the 


cause of the sensation, or the sensation itself. No more can we see 


e sp is Teeling produced in the soul. We are bound 
to believe the fact in either or both of the cases. 


Brother, this is a happy state, is’nt it ? _ How much easier we can 
address our dying fellow men ; how much more lovely appears the 
Christian ; how much better prepared to meet the prosperous or ad- 

O, When all pride, and undue spirit. of every | 
the heart, with what confidence can We ap- 


» spirit; as alittle child, 


How much like heaven to dwell low in the 
Through this, flow those gentle streams which 


: He accepts me as his—my assur-_ 
is full... The blessed: Trinity reigns supreme. What’a privis 
to “know that our Redeemer How ous this 
world! But it is 0. 
~ touching the fire, 


How pleas- 


~The Spirit testifies to this. We feel, on | 
a sensation of pain; but we cannot see the ultimate . 


\ 


Hoy much do the prayers of the faithful prevail. 


\ 


\ 


| 
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REVIVAL OF HOLINESS. 


te meet with several of my brethren at 
the last week, I was very much gratified to learn that the work of 
sanctification has been progressing of late in a wonderful manner, in 


several of our churches in that vicinity. In the society at Marlbo-— 


rough, about thirty last year obtained entire redemption from all te 
sins : and quite recently five others have obtained the same priceless 


In Saxonville, the work of holiness is steadily progressing undet 


the faithful labors of brother Townsend ; twenty, including their devo- 


ted pastor, within a few weeks, have been able to plunge the unbound- 


le Christ to esent, and per-_ 
ed ocean of God’s love, and prove Christ to be a present, P 


fect Saviour. In Natick, Sudbury and Concord, from ten to fifteen” 


‘others have believed to the entire sanctification of their souls. In. 


a word, all our churches in that vicinity seem tobe growing in holi- 


ut these spontaneous gushings of my heart, to you, my made to rejoice, when we hear of the conver- 
dear brother, belieyiy thet: can How are our hearts maq@e to rejoice, 
‘respond'ta the you_can, froma sense of vlorious grace, 
Fespond to the sanie, 


sion of sinners; but have we not more reason to rejoice eat ee 

hear of the progress of the work of sanctification In a pg } =e 

brother observed recently, at a protracted meeting, at which a number — 


the throne. Ever let me ab; he river / 
living waters, : jet me abide by the river of 


obtained the priceless pearl of perfect love, that he would rather witness 
Tam aware that neit 


what he had seen, than to have been witness to the conversio 
her the world or our .arch enemy is” ; 


he looked to the ultimate results ; and 
They will ever asleep. And why not? he Jooked to the ultimat 
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have we not reason to believe that it will, in the end, be productive of 
a greater amount of good, than even the conversion of twenty souls! 
The doctrine of entire sanctification, has ever been believed and 
taught by our people; holiness of heart and life, has been our pecu- 


liar characteristic. That there has been within a few years a falling off, — 


~ and a gradual conforming to the world, its spirit, and customs, cannot 
well be denied; it is true, that the doctrine has ever been insisted 
upon, and exemplified by many in life, yet we have reason to fear that 
we have known more of it in theory, than in experience and practice. 


We are taught by the apostle, “ ‘That, that mind should be in us’ 
which was in Christ Jesus ;’’—but how little of that mind do.we pos- — 


sess ; how deficient of that spirit of sympathy that led the Saviour to 


weep over Jerusalem, and to commingle also his tears with the af-. 


flicted sisters at the grave of Lazarus; how little of that loving dis- 
position, that humility, and benevolence, and all those lovely traits 


that adorned the character of Christ, do we possess? Jesus is set 


forth to us as an example for our imitation; and we are admonished 
to follow in his footsteps. = 7 | 


The apostle teaches us, “That leaving the principles of the doc- 
— trine of Christ, we are to go on even unto perfection ;”’ this hich state | 


of grace the apostles frequently bring to view, and urge upon our at- 
tention; and as if to excite in us the spirit of holy emulation, they 


speak of their own attainments and future prospects ; inone place it 
said, Let as many:as be perfect, be thus minded ; showin there- 


_ by that there were then, those whose love had been 
evidently bringing this to view as the privilege of all. B 
look upon the apostles as great men—as men. raised up by God, and 
qualified for a 
_as private Christians—we should remember 
private Christians, so we may be; 
‘in all godly honesty and sincerity,” 


may if they were able to 
_. “die to the-world, and live only unto God,” so may we. 


_ Sanctification is a great word, and a word that implies much, and 
hence many seem to start back from it, as if they associated some- 
thing dreadful with the term 


_ Many seem so much afra 
lar use ; the Christian. 
apart for the service o 
Pa 1on of soul and spirit; the w 
Me ly, and intellectually. In this state, we are emptied of self-love, and 
filled with the love of God; we love God not only more than we 
_ love any other object, but we love bim with all the heart ; the enmi- 
, ty of our souls is slain—our wills are subdued—the remains of carnal 
nature are destroyed, and God with us is all, and in all; ov 3 
are pure, we serve him with singleness of heart, and aim to glorify him 


1 perfected, and 
ut we are aptto— 


particular work ; and in doing this, lose sight of them — 


that what they were as 
; if they were able to lead ‘ holy lives 


- And why ?—what is that of which so. 
id? ‘To sanctify is to set apart fora particu-. 
may be said to be sanctified, when he is: Set 
{God ; but this implies the full and entire con- 
hole man, physically, moral- 


our motives 
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tn all that we do. How much do we need this: holy baptism ; this - 
plunging into the ocean of God’s love, and bathing in the streams of 


Calvary ; how would it enhance our usefulness, not only as a church, 


but as individuals. Our usefulness will always be in proportion to our — 


holiness. A lady said a few days since, “ that she thought her use- 


fulness at an end in the neighborhood where she resided ;” but. since 
God, by his Spirit, has cleansed her soul, she finds enough to do.  Be- 


fore she only spoke to those upon the subject of religion that were 


_ pleased ‘to hear her; now it is a fixed principle with her to warn | 


reprove every. unregenerate person she meets with. The more 
feeling we have for ourselves, the more we shall feel for others, 
~~ and the more we shall- be willing to labor for their good; holi- 


ness inspires us with the self-sacrificing spirit—it will render us will- 
ing to deny ourselves, to bear the cross—to endure reproach—to be- 


~ come anything or nothing for the good of others. If we review the histo- 


ry of the past, we shall find that those who have shone resplendent, as 
the brightest luminaries of the church, are those who have'lived the 


nearest to their God ; we might speak of a Wesley, a Fletcher, 
of a Bramwell, the latter of whom, it is said, often spent hours, an 


sometimes whole nights in prayer to God, and this explains the secret 


of his success as a minister; like Enoch, he walked with God : pe 
sweet communion with-him,and fellowship with his Son. 
to enjoy, this spirit of prayet ? | hen have especial need of this 
~~ vend inward work. Have we not reason to fear that there 1s much ot. 


solemn mockery before God! How many go through their routine 


‘of duties, like the sluggish beast in the mill! We often read God’s_ 
word, we say our prayers, and attend upon the ordinances of his 


house, but how little do we relish those sacred duties ; we pray, but 
how little of that holy pleading—that agony of soul—that suuggling 
and wrestling with God, that should’ ever characterize us 1D exercises 
so holy! And why is itthus ? upon what principle can or 
this, but a want of a greater conformity to the law 
with the apostle, ‘ we stand fast in the liberty,” all our duties are 


pleasant we go not to the closet as the ox is drawn to the slaughter, 

but we with delight, for it 1s there that God reveals himself, 

we have intimate communion with him; peace flows into the heart 


a river, and-righteousness, wave upon Wave, like the 
“ithe sea; fills the whole soul. "How easy 1s it now 10, pray, ane ou 

\ 


ounding brass nkling cymbal,” but 
prayers are not as the “ sounding brass, and the t1 & cy 


there is a spirit and soul in them; we pray, and eee with God, ang 
the more we struggle, the more of the spirit of prayer ws en y. 
Shut out. from the world, we are lost and swallowed up in God, an 
dwell in the clear sunlight of 
How ready are. we now to believe. Ie Of 
‘od. ut upon the ‘yecor e appropriate them to 
God, spread out upon the holy records, and we approp Q. 


\ 
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ourselves ; we more readily believe the word of God, than we give 
credence to human testimony ; and it is this strength of faith in the 
divine promises, that sustains and fortifies the soul in the midst of the 
variety of temptations and trials incident to our present mode of ex- 


istence. In this gracious state, we live only by the moment; we 


look not to past unfaithfulness, or to difficulties yet in the future ; but, 
planted upon the enduring promises of God, our faith staggers not : 


‘the crooked places are made straight, and. the rough places smooth. — 


This. is a present salvation, and being able to believe now, we trust 


divine grace for continued strength to stand. 


“This constant faith is necessary to a continued freedom ; the mo- 
ment we doubt, that very moment we are brought into condemnation. - 


‘This is a straight and narrow way, and the smallest deviation from a 
life of continued obedience, brings darkness upon the soul ; and then, 
like Samson shorn of his locks, we lose our strength, and become 


as other men. The language of faith is, not that God has saved us, 


or that we expect to be saved, but that he saves us now ;—not that 


he is both able and welling, and willing now, but that he now does 


the work; that it is now, this moment, wrought in us. But who 
is enabled thus to believe: | None but those who have “clean hands 
and a puresheart.” 


Oh, that God would pour this spirit of faith upon his people ! 


then should we not mourn over the desolations of Zion ; then would 
those Who minister. at her altars weep that so few attend her. 

solemn feasts -——but Zion, shaken from her dust, and clothed with her — 
beautiful garments, would go forth, “clear as the sun, fair as the — 
moon, and terrible as an army with banners ;” then would the altars 


of God be crowned with penitent hearts, and the gathering of the 
ast Cambridge, Oct, 15, 1839, B. Skinner. 


\ 


I see th exceeding broad command, 

Which all contains in one; 
Enlarge my heart tounderstand 


Oh, that with all thy saints 1 might 
_ What is the length, and breadth, and height, 


. 


And depth, of perfect love! 
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